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WOOD  FAMILY  GENEALOGY 


Direct  line  of  descent  from 
John  Wood,  who  died  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  in  1655 
To  Edith  (Edson)  Benner  (1870-1959)?  and  her  children  and  grandchildren. 

(Twelve  generations) 

By 

•  i 

Dorothy  (Benner)  Whitbeck. 
daughter  of  Willis  and. Edith  (Eason)  Benner,  and 
wife  of  John  F.  W.  WThitbeck. 


New  York  Gity, 

1962. 
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A  word  of  caution  must  precede  the  following 


pages: 

Discrepancies  relating  to  WILLIAM  WOOD  (III)  that 
this  writer  has  been  unable  to  resolve  are  as  follows: 

1.  WILLIAM  WOOD  (III)  is  said  in  WOOD  FAMILY 
NOTES  FROM  .RECORDS  IN  NEW  BEDFORD  (p.  3  hereof)  to 
have  died  in  1711,  whereas  a  will  purporting  to  be 

his,  as  shown  in  DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  WOOD  OF  PORTSMOUTH, 
etc*,  by  Preston  (p.  4  hereof),  is  said  to  have  been 
dated  174S  and  proved  in  175&*  jL8'S4492 

2.  Also  as  to  WILLIAM  (III)  (p*  4  hereof),  there 
is  a  discrepancy  between  the  date  of  birth  of  his  wife, 

Ann  Clark — given  as  1682,  and  the  date  of  birth  of  their 
first  child — given  as  1689- 

Otherwise,  authorities  given  herein  all  serve  to  substantiate 
the  line  as  set  forth  here,  even  though  this  writer  believes  there  has 
been  some  confusion  with  respect  to  the  records  relating  to  the  first 
three  generations  of  this  branch  of  the  Wood  family* 


WOOD 


There  is  set  forth  below  by  Dorothy  (Benner)  Whitbeck  an  outline  of  the 
direct  line  of  descent  of  her  mother,  Edith  (Edson)  Benner,  daughter  of 
Franklin  and  Fanny  Cameron  (Wood)  Edson  and  wife  of  Willis  Benner,  from  John 
Wood  who  died  in  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  in  lb55>  the  first  of  this  Wood  line 
as  to  whom  this  writer  has  been  able  to  find  any  record.  There  also  will  be 
added  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  Willis  and  Edith  (Edson)  Benner  to  bring 
the  record  about  them  down  to  date  in  1962.  References  will  be  set  forth  at  the 
end  to  sources  of  much  Wood  family  information. 

I.  JOHN  WOOD 

A  family  paper  written  out  by  Edward  Townsend  Wood,  born  in  Bath, 
Steuben  County,  hew  York,  May  10,  1829 — ninth  generation  in 
descent  from  this  John  Wood — states  that  John  Wood  "Game  from 
England,"  and  that  "he  settled  in  Connecticut."  This  writer  has 
been  unable  to  verify  these  statements,  but  has  found  feronrifcaaal 
references  to  him  which  include  the  following: 


WOOD  FAMILY  NOTES  FROM  RECORDS  IN  NEW  BEDFORD,  MASS,  (full  reference 
given  at  end  hereof)  gives  the  following  record  as  to  him; 

Page  41 

"JOHN  (1)  WOOD  Came  to  America.  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  and  Swansea. 

Born  (In  Plymouth  1643)  Married  1st 

Married  2nd 

He  died  1655 


W-ood 


o. 


4  WILLIAM  (2) 

He  died  1697 

5  Margaret  (2)  Wood  b. 
1st  George  (2)  Wood 

Eldest  son 
2d  John  (2)  Wood 
3rd  Thomas  (2)  Wood  b. 

6  Susanna  (2)  Wood  b. 

7  Elizabeth  (2)  Wood 


CHILDREN 

Md.  MARTHA  EARLE 
dau.  of  Ralph  and  Joan 
Md.  Thomas  Manchester 


Md.  Mary 
Md.  Rebecca 


Md. 

Md. 


1st  Samuel  Wheaton 
he  died  1683 
She  md.  2nd  time  Samuel  Bowen  May  26,  1684* 

(Ail  children  born  before  1656) 

John  (1)  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  and  Dartmouth,  Mass. 


See  Page  51 
(Savage)  Earle. 


Newport,  R.  I. 
See  Page  42 

1677 


Page  51." 


GENEALOGICAL  DICTIONARY  OF  RHODE  ISLAND  (Austin)— (full  reference 
given  at  end  hereof)  says  of  John  Wood  I: 

Y'  . ,,  ,  . 

"I.  John  m.  (1) 

m.  ( 2) 

Portsmouth,  R.  I. 

.  In  1655  Town  Council  chose  appraisers  of  his  estate. 

Children: 

1.  George  5*  Margaret 

2.  John,  who  m.  Mary  m.  Thomas  Manchester 

.3*  Thomas,  m.  Rebecca  6.  Susanna 

Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  1.  Swanzey.,  Mass.  7.  Elisabeth 
4.  William,  m.  Martha  Earle 

Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Dartmouth,  Mass. 


wood,  p.  2. 


DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  FOOD  OF  'PORTSMOUTH,  R.  I.  (Preston) 

(full  reference  given  at  end  hereof)  says  of  John  Food  I: 

JOHN  FOOD,  of  Portsmouth,  apparently  twice  married  for  the 
settlement  of  his  estate,  1655*  is  so  worded  that  the  widow 
is  seemingly  mother  of  the  "two  youngest."  (Must  have  been 
first  married  as  early  as  1635.)  Children  (8,  of  whom  3  are 
carried  forward) : 

John  b.  ;  m.  Mary  Peabody 

Thomas  b.  ;  m.  Rebecca 

Fill iam  b.  ;  m.  Martha  Earle 


GENEALOGY  OF  THE  FOOD  FAMILY  AND  ALLIED  LINES  by  George  E.  Food 

— full  reference  at  end — gives  the  following: 

"Food  Family 

First  Generation  in  America 

John  Food,  (d.  1655)?  married  twice,  second  wife  Elizabeth. 

Children: 

George 

John 

Thomas 

Filliam  (m.  Martha  Earle) 

Margaret  (m.  Thomas  Manchester)  .* 

Susanna 

Elizabeth  (m.  Samuel  Wheaton  1677-8) 

The  second  generation  in  this  book  continues  with  Thomas,  who  m. 
Rebecca  -  not  our  line  so  not  copied  here.  The  foreword  of  this 
book  says  "Many  different  immigrants  by  the  name  of  John  Food 
came  to  this  country  at  different  times.  The  compiler  here 
enumerates  12  of  then  in  an  effort  to  locate  the  John  Food  of 
Portsmouth."  . 


Wood,  p. 
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II.  WILLIAM  WOOD  (John1) 


WOOD  FAMILY  MOTES  FROM  RECORDS  IK  NEW  BEDFORD,  MASS.,  say  of  him: 


"WILLIAM  (2)  WOOD,;  son  o 
•Born 

Died  Feb.  3,  1696 


f  John  (1) 

Md.  MARTHA  (2)  EARLE,  dan.  of 

Ralph  and  Joan 


WILLIAM  (3)  WOOD,  jr. 

George  (3)  Wood 
Josiah  (3)  Wood 

Daniel  (3)  Wood 
Joseph  (3), Wood 

Mary  (3)  Wood 

Sarah  (3)  Wood 
'Margaret  (3)  Wood 
Rebecca  (3)  WTood 


CHILDREN 

b.  1652  Md.  Ann  Clark  Page  88 

died  1711 

b.  Md.  Ann  Wilbur,  Dec.  4,  1717 

b. 

died  1711  ' 

b.  Md.  Page  92 

Md.  1st  Elisabeth  Rieketson 
Md.  2d  Phebe  Sherman  1738/9 
b.  I664  Mary  (3)  Church,  dau.  of 

Joseph  (2)  and  Mary,  dau.  of 
Joseph  (2)  Richard  (l) 

Md.  Thomas  Mallets  of  N.  Y. 

(Note:  Elsewhere  "Newport.”) 


b.  Md." 


GENEALOGICAL  DICTIONARY  OF  RHODE  ISLAND  (Austin) —says  of  William  II: 

-Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  Dartmouth,  Mass. 

1686,  Dartmouth,  took  oath  of  fidelity. 

1697,  Inventory  of  possessions  (listed) 

10  children 

m.  Martha  Earle,  daughter  of  Ralph  and  Joan  (  )  Earle. 


DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  WOOD  OF  PORTSMOUTH,  R.  I.  (Preston) says  of  him: 


■William  Wood  m.  Martha  Earle,  daughter  of  Ralph  and ’Joan  (Savage) 

Earle . 

b.  probably  as  early  as  I64O 
a.  1697 — probably  Jan.  1696-7 
m.  about  1666-7  (Martha.  Earle) 

He  was  of  Dartmouth  -  will  dated  April  15,  1689  -  estate  settled  in  1701 


William 

Mary 

Sarah 

Margaret 

Rebecca 


CHILDREN: 

George 

Joseph  ■> 

Jonathan — )  Possibly  the 
Daniel  )  same? 

Josiah  ) 

John - ) 


say  of  him: 


III.  WILLIAM  WOOD  (William2,  John1.) 


WOOD  FAMILY  NOTES  FROM  RECORDS  IN  NEW  BEDFORD,  MASS  * , 


?.  102 


"WILLIAM  (3)  WOOD,  son  of  William  (2)  and  Martha  (Earle)  Wood  Page  S3 

Married  Ann  Clark,  born  1632 
Daughter  of  Latham  and  Hannah  (Wilbur) 
Clark,  of  Rochester*  (See  note  later) 
705  MARY  CLARK. 

CHILDREN 


Mary  (4)  Wood  b.  May  23,  1689;  died  1706 

Rachel  (4)  twin  b.  April  1691 
William  (4)  Wood  m.  1st  Elizabeth  2d  Keziah 
Hannah  (4)  Wood  died  young 

Isaac  (4)  WTood  twins  b.  April  22,  1693*  Isaac  (4)  Wood*  md. 

Mary  Potter  of  Rochester. 


Hannah  (4)  Wood 
Jonathan  (4)  Wood 

Abigail  Wood 
JSDIDIAH  WOOD 


b.  Oct.  12,  1695 
b.  May  22,  1697 

b.  Feb.  27,  1699 
b.  July  26,  1700 


Md.  Nicholas  Davis,  1724 
Md.  Peace  Davis  Aug.  1724 
dau.  of  Timothy 
Died  1704  aged  6  years 
Md.  Keziah  Summers,  dau.  of 
of  Rochester. 


P.  94 


J  oh n 


Ruth  Wood 
Meribah  Wood 

Abigail  Wood 
Ruth  Wood 
Mary  Wood 


b. .April  9,  1702  Died  1714  aged  12  years 
b.  April  12,  1704  Md.  Hoses  Sherman,  Feb.  23,  1730 
She  md.  2d  time  John  Rone,  1736,  Dec.  27 
b.  1706/7'  Md.  Kent 

b.  Md.  Abraham  Stafford  of  Tiverton 

b.  March  7,  1712."  (1739. 


GENEALOGICAL  DICTIONARY  OF  RHODE  ISLAND  (Austin)  makes  no  mention  of 
WTilliam  III — does  not  carry  doun  our  line  beyond  William  II. 


DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  WOOD  OF  PORTSMOUTH,  R.  I.  (Preston)  says  of  him: 

b.  (about  1668)  , 

d.  (probably  Feb.  1755-6) 

Will  dated  Dec.  12,  1746,  proved  March  2,  1756;  Taunton  probate  book  14, 
p.  6685  mentions  son  Jonathan,  executor;  children,  eldest  son  William; 
heirs  of  son  Isaac,  dec.,  son  Jedediah,  son  Jonathan,  my  three  daughters, 
Abigail,  Uen**,  Ruth  Stafford  and  Meribah  Rone;  certain  grandchildren. 

No  wife  mentioned. 

Mary 

Rachael  ; 

William 

Isaac,  b.  April  22,  1693,  m.  Mary  Potter 
Hannah 
J  onathan 
Abigail 

Jedediah,  b.  July  26,  1700;  m.  Keziah  Summers 
Ruth 
■  Meribah 

(More  about  him  in  the  book  but  not  copied  here.) 


-^-Plymouth  County,  Mass. 

-x-x-fhis  writer  believes  "Uen"  above  was  a  mis-copy  of  the  abbreviation 
for  unmarried. 


nunm. ” 


Wood,  p.  5* 


JEDIDIAH  WOOD  (William3,  William2,  John1) 

WOOD  FAMILY  NOTES  FROM  RECORDS  IN  NSW  BEDFORD,  MASS.,  state  as  to  ham: 
“Born  July  26,  1700  Married  353  KEZlAH  SUMMERS  of  Rochester, 

daughter  of  John 
CHILDREN 


JOHN  WOOD  ( 5) 


b.  Feb.  27,  1725 , 


Md.  177  Hannah  Wing  (See  beiov) 

1744-  1,  dau.  of  Benjamin  and  Content 
She  Md.  2d  time  to  Thomas  Davis  of  Free- 


Walter  Wood 
.  Ruth  Wood 
Isaac  Wood 
Eunice  Wood 


town  1754,  son  of  Thomas  and  Lydia 
(Chase)  Davis 

b.  Sept.  3>  1730 

b.  May  16,  1733  Md.  Walter  Cornell  1755 
b.  Aug.  20,  1735  Md.  Ruth  Barker,  1754 

b.  Nov.  19,  1737  Md.  Jedidiah  Allen  1756” 


DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  WOOD  OF  PORTSMOUTH,  R.  I.  (Preston)  says  of 
Jedidiah  IV: 


b.  July  26,  1700,  Dartmouth 
d.  1761  " 

m.  12/26/1724,  Rochester,  Mass.,  Keziah  Summers,  dau.  John. 


Children:  John,  b.  Feb.  27,  1725-6;  m.  Hannah  Wing  12-27-1744 

Walter, ) b. , Sept.  3, ,1730;  d.  bef.  1761 
Ruth,  b.  May  16,  1733  "  ' 

Isaac,  b.  Aug.  20,  1735,  m.  Ruth  Barker  2-6-1754 
Eunice,  b.  Nov.  19,  1737 

His  (Jedidiah*  s)  will  proved  March  10,  1761  -  to  wife  Keziah  land  that 
father  William  Wood  bought  of  Zachariah  Allen;  property  to  Keziah  for 
life,  then  to  grandson  John  Wood — etc.,  but  not  pertinent  here. 


VITAL  RECORDS  OF ■  DARTMOUTH,  MSS.,  TO  THE  YEAR  1S50,  Vol.  I,  Births: 
"Jerydiah,  s.  William,  July  26,  1700  (Judeaiah  c.  r.  3) 


VITAL  RECORDS  OF  DARTMOUTH,  MASS.,  TO  THE  YEAR  1850,'  Vol.  II,  Marriages: 

"Judediah  (signed  Jedediah)  s.  William  of  D.,  and  Kezia  Summers, 
d.  John,  dec*d  of  Rochester,  Plimouth  Co.,  l6th,  12  mo.,  s called 
February,*  1724-5,  c.  r.  3»n 


Wood,  p.  6 


V.  JOHN  WOOD  (Jedediah^,  William^,  William2,  John"**) 

WOOD  FAMILY  NOTES  FROM  RECORDS  IN  NEW  BEDFORD,  MASS*,  give  the  following: 

b.  Feb.  27,  1725  Md.  177  Hannah  Wing  (See  below) 

1744-  1>  dau.  of  Benjamin  and  Content 
She  md.  2d  time  to  Thomas  Davis  of  Freetown  1754* 
son  of  Thomas  and  Lydia  (Chase)  Davis 

Children: 

John  Wood  b.  1745-6  Md.  Dinah  Hussey,  1769 

Content  Wood  b.  1745  Md.  Joseph  Soul,  July  16,  1772.  (Note  made  in 
1962:  Mrs.  Kenneth  Coulson  of  Scipio  Center,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
reports  that  the  Soul  genealogy  is  on  file  in  the  Syracuse  Pub.  Lib.) 

DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  WOOD  OF  PORTSMOUTH,  R.  I.  (Preston)  says  of  John  V: 

b.  Feb.  27,  1725-6. 

•  d.  about  1754 

m.  Feb.  27,  1744-5  Hannah  Wing  (she  m.  2d,  March  18,  1754>  Thomas  Davis) 
Children: 

John,  b.  jm.  Dinah  Hussey  12-20-1769 

Content,  b.  ;  m.  Joseph  Soule  July  16,  1772,  Tiverton. 

Bristol  Probate:  Book  22,  p.  143 — 

Division  of  estate  (of  John  V)  ordered  May  6,  1755;  returned  dated 
Sept.  Uy  1756;  recorded  December  2,  1773;  "to  Hannah,  late  widow;" 
to  John  Wood;  certain  notes  of  his  grandfather,  Jedediah  Wood;  to 

Content,  the  daughter - a  note  of  Joseph  Wing.  (More  but  not  copied; 

refers  only  to  substitution  of  administrator. ) 


VITAL  RECORDS  OF  DARTMOUTH,  MASS.,  TO  THE  YEAR  1850,  Vol.  I,  Births: 

"John,  s.  Jedediah  and  Keziah,  Feb.  27,  1725-6  (grand  ch.  William,  c.r.3)" 


VITAL  RECORDS  OF  DARTMOUTH,  MASS.,  TO  THE  YEAR  1850,  Vol.  II,  Marriages: 

"John,  s.  Jedidiah  and  Keziah  of  D.,  and  Hannah  Wing,  d.  Benjamin  and 
Content  of  D.,  27th  12  mo.,  ‘called  february,  ‘  1744--5*  c.r.3) " 

In  July,  1962,  Miss  Loretta  E.  Phaneuf,  Genealogical  Librarian  of  the  Free 
Public  Library,  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  copied  for  the  writer  the  following: 

"LEONARD  PAPERS  by  Elisha  G.  Leonard  (Manuscript)  Vol.  3:  (ref.  at  end.) 

"John  Wood,  son  of  Jedediah  (William,  William)  born  Feb.  27,  1725/6; 
mar.  12.-  27.  1744/5;  died  1754- 

Wife  Hannah  Wing  mar.  Thomas  Davis  Freetown  Mar.  18,  1754 
Children: 

John  born _  md.  Dinah  Hussey  12.  20.  1769 

Content  born _  md.  Joseph  Soul  Tiv.  (Tiverton)  July  16,  1772 

Vol.  1  . 

Hussey,  Dinah,  dau.  Jonathan  &  Hephzibah  born  Mar.  11,  1752." 


Wood,  p.  7 


JOHN  WOOD  (John5,  Jedediah4,  William3,  William2,  John1) 

WOOD  FAMILY  NOTES  FROM  RECORDS  IN  NEW  BEDFORD,  MASS.,  give: 

"■frJohn  Wood  (6)  b.  1745-6  *Md.  89  Dinah  Hussey,  1769.” 

"-H-Parents  of  Jethro  Wood." 

.  4 

John  Wood  VI  is  mentioned  in  the  will  of  his  grandfather  (see 
Jededlah  IV  above.) 


VITAL  RECORDS  OF  DARTMOUTH,  MASS.  TO  THE  YEAR  1850,  Vol.  II,  Marriages: 

"John,  s.  John  and  Hannah  of  D.,  and  Dinah  Hussey,  d.  Jonathan 
and  Hephzibah  of  D.,  Dec.  20,  1769  c.r.3.)n 

LEONARD  PAPERS  by  Elisha  G.  Leonard — mss.  on  file  in  1962  in  the  Free  Public 
Library,  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Vol.  Is  "Hussey,  Dinah,  dau.  of  Jonathan  & 
Hephzibah  born  Mar.  11,  1752." 

The  book  JETHRO  WOOD,  INVENTOR  OF  THE  MODERN  PLOW,  etc.,  by  Frank 
Gilbert  (see  below)  says  of  Dinah  (Hussey)  Wood,  wife  of  John  VI: 

"Dinah  Hussey  Wood  was  a  niece  of  Ann  Starbuck,  a  woman  of 
remarkable  ability  and  high  standing  in  colonial  annals. 

Ann  Starbuck  was  virtually  Governor  of  Nantucket.  The  niece 
was  a  woman  of  excellent  intellect  and  most  winsome  character. 

Her  conversation  sparkled  with  genial  wit  and  good  -cheer. 

Her  husband,  John  Wood,  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  calm, 
self  poised,  strong  willed  and  eminently  influential." 


A  family  paper  written  by  Edward  Townsend  Wood,  great  grandson  of 
John  VI,  says  that  after  his  marriage  (1769): 

"John  .Wood  then  removed  with  his  young  wife  to  White  Creek, 

Washington  County,  New  York,  and  became  quite  a  prosperous  and  noted 


(Unverified  statement  deleted.) 


John  VI  and  Dinah  (Hussey)  Wrood  had  six  children — all  probably  born  in 
White  Creek,  'Washington  County,  New  York.  A  search  was  made  by  the 
County  Historian  of  Washington  County  for  the  birth  record  of  Jethro, 
son  of  John  and  Dinah  (Hussey)  Wood,  but  it  was  reported  that  New  York 
State  did  not  keep  vital  records  until  after  1880,  and  that  no  reference 
to  Jethro  could  be  found. 


L'.UUU,  p.  6 


The  six  children  of  John  and  Dinah  (Hussey)  Wood  we re: 


Jethro,  m.  Sylvia  Howland  —  see  below. 
Hannah,  m.  James  Whippo  of  Scipio,  Cayuga  Co. 
Content,  m.  Paul  Cogshall  (of  Hew  York  City?) 
Hepshibah,  m.  William  Crippen  of  Scipio 
Cynthia,  m.  Asil  Mosher  of  Scipio  (_^rYLC-4- 
Anna,  d.  unmarried.  \.\rL  vl 


\A_  (TLiLU<' 


i 


(  C(  A.  \  \fMr< 


;U 


Of  the  above  six  children,  four  are  mentioned  in  their  father’s  wills 
Cynthia  Mosher,  deceased  daughter  Iiephzibah  Crippen,  Hannah  Whippo  and 
Jethro.  All  six  are  given  in  "Historical  Sketch  of  Friends  in  Cayuga 
County,  New  York,"  by  Emily  Howland,  a  paper  otherwise  unidentified  by 
this  writer,  but.  a  copy  of  which  is  in  the  writer’s  possession,  found 
among  family  papers* 


In  HISTORY  OF  CAYUGA  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK,  by  Elliott  G.  Storke  (full  reference 
at  end)  there  is  the  following  statement: 


"John  Wood  and  Isaac  Wood  with  their  families,  and  James  Wood 
and  sister  came  in  from  Washington  County,  in  1799,  and  settled 
three  miles  south  east  of  Aurora.  John,  who  died  on  the  place 
where  he  settled,  was  the  father  of  Jethro  Wood,  the  inventor 
of  the  cast  iron  plow,  which  was  a  vast  improvement  over  the 
old  ’bull  plow’  then  in  use." 

(With  regard  to  the  reference  to  "John  and  Isaac  Wood  and 
their  families’!,  it  becomes  necessary  here  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  it  was  John  Wood  VI,  son  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Wing)  Wood,  and  his  wife  Dinah  Hussey  who  settled 
a  few  miles  east  of  Aurora  in  1799 •  It  also  is  important 
to  note  that  this  John  had  only  a  sister  Content,  and  did 
not  have  a  brother  Isaac.  This  is  substantiated  by  the 
fact  that  ±hs  only  John  and  Content  are  mentioned  in  their 
father’s  will  (Bristol  Probate:  Book  22,  p.  143:  ’to  Hannah, 
late  widow,0  to  John  Wood  certain  notes  of  his  grandfather, 
Jedediah  Wood;  to  Content,  the  Daughter — a  note  of  Joseph 
Wing.)  However,  this  John’s  father,  John  V,  did  have  a 
brother  Isaac,  and  it  would  appear  that  John  VI  (aged  53  in 
1799)  and  his  uncle,  Isaac  (aged  64)  were  mistaken  for 
brothers  by  the  historian  who  wrote  as  follows,  which 
statement  this  writer  has  been  unable  to  reconcile: 


"John  Wood  and  Isaac  were  brothers.  Friends,  from  New  Bedford, 
Mass.  Isaac  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Stephen  Barker. 
Mrs.  Barker  is  a  granddaughter.  John  Wood  settled  a  mile 
south  of  the  village  of  White  Creek.  His  son,  Jethro  Wood, 
of  Moravia,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  was  the' patentee  of  the  iron 
mould-board  plow."  (Taken  from  Johnson’s  History  of  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  New  York.)) 

.John  and  Dinah  (Hussey)  Wood  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers) , 
and  "Historical  Sketch  of  Friends  in  Cayuga  County"  referred  to  above  says, 
that  John  and  Dinah  Wood  settled  near  Aurora  in  1799  with  their  daughters 
Anne,  Content,  Cynthia  and  Hepsibeth,  also  their  married  daughter  Hannah 
Whippo  and  her  husband,  James  Whippo,  and  that: 

>  "John  Wood  bought  600  acres  of  land  at  $3*50  per  acre 
extending  from  the  road  running  west  from  Poplar  Ridge 
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to  the  next  road  on  the  south." 

6  It  is  of  interest  here  to  note  that  Jethro  (for  whom  see  below),  son  of 
John  and  Dinah  (Hussey)  Wood,  married  in  1793  Sylvia  Howland,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Mary  (Slocum)  Howland  of  Dartmouth.  The  latter,  Benjamin  and 
Mary,  had  gone  from  Dartmouth  to  Saratoga  County  in  1791?  and  in  179 ^ 
settled  in  Aurora,  where  he  was  an  extensive  farmer.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  Jethro  and  Sylvia  (Howland)  Wood  followed  her  parents  to  Aurora  in  1799, 
and  Jethro’s  parents,  John  and  Dinah  (Hussey)  Wood  and  their  daughters  follow¬ 
ed  Jethro  and  Sylvia  a  year  later. 

John  Wood  VI  "died  on  the  place  where  he  settled"  (HISTORY  OF  CAYUGA  CO.  by 
Storke)  in  1S09.  His  will  was  dated  May  13,  1809,  and  it  was  probated 
June  8,  1809  (Cayuga  Co.  Surrogate’s  Office,  Auburn,  New  York — Liber  Al, 
p.  189.) 

It  is  not  known  to  this  writer  where  John  and  Dinah  (Hussey)  Wood  are  buried 
— possibly  on  his  "homestead  farm,"  which  was  a  custom  in  those  early  days. 
However,  many  members  of  both  the  Wood  and  Howland  families  are  buried  in 
what  is  known. as  .  the  Old  Homestead  Cemetery  in  the  Town  of  Ledyard,  a  couple 
of  miles  east  of  the  village  of  Aurora,  Cayuga  County,  the  property  for  which 
was  given  by  Benjamin  Howland  soon  after  he  settled  in  Aurora  in  179 8$  and 
where  he  and  his  wife  Mary  are  buried.  Mrs.  Kenneth  Coulson,  living  there  in 
Scipio  Center  in  1962,  who  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  this  writer  in.  these 
matters,  has  copied  the  inscriptions  on  the  headstones  of  many  cemeteries  in 
that  area,  and  reports  that  she  has  found  hone  for  John  or  Dinah  Wood.  She 
adds,  however,  that  inscriptions  for  early  burials  are  not  likely  to  be  found 
as  there  are  few  marked  stones  before  1820  in  that  area.  Mrs.  Coulson  also  says 
of  the  Old  Homestead  Cemetery: 

"I  had  forgotten  what  a  lovely  cemetery  this  is,  shaded  with  many 
pine  and  other  trees,  stone  wall  around  it,  and  located  near  the 
edge  of  a  gully  (we  have  the  tree- filled  kind  of  gullies  in  this 
area),  so  there  are  many  trees  shading  the  cemetery." 

Elsewhere  she  has  said: 

"Isabel  Howland  maintained  the  cemetery  in  her  lifetime  and 
by  will  set  up  a  trust  fund  of  $3,000  for  perpetual  care  of 
the  cemetery  where  Jethro  is  buried." 

Miss  Isabel  Howland,  who  died  in  1942,  was  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Hannah  (Letchworth)  Howland,  and  the  granddaughter  of  Slocum  and  Hannah 
(Talcott)  Howland, 


*HI STORY  OF  CAYUGA  COUNTY"  by  Storke  says  1793;  BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW  OF 
CAYUGA  COUNTY,"  etc.,  says  1794* 


JETHRO  WOOD. 


(Hy  the  courteay  of  Meaars.  Rhodes  &  McClure,  Chicago,  publishers  of 
“Jethro  Wood,  Inventor  of  the  Modern  Plow.” 

13  mo.,  p.  72,  Chicago,  1882.) 
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VII.  JETHRO  HOOD  (John^,  John^,  J ed.ed.iab4,  William?,  William^,  John**.) 

This  writer  has  been  unable  to  locate  the  official  record  of  Jethro’s  birth. 
He  was  buried  in  the  Old  Homestead  Cemetery  in  the  Town  of  Ledyard,  east 
of  the  Village  of  Aurora,  Cayuga  Co.,  Hew  York  (described  on  the  preced¬ 
ing  page  under  John  VI)  and  his  tombstone  reads: 

Jethro  Wood 
Inventor  of  the  Cast 
Iron  Plough 

Died  28  of  9  Month  1834- 
Aged  56  Years 

This  would  indicate  that  he  was  born  in  1778.  However,  this  writer 
believes  "Aged  56  years"  to  be  an  error,  and  that  he  was  born  March  16, 

1774.  All  references  to  his  marriage  give  the  year  thereof  as  1793? 
and  a  family  paper  says  "Jethro,  at  age  19"  married  Sylvia  Howland, 
which  would  indicate  the  year  of  his  birth  as  1774*  In  addition,  both 
JETHRO  WOOD,  INVENTOR  OF  THE  MODERN  PLOW,  by  Frank  Gilbert,  and  THOMS’ 
BIOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY  give  the  year  of  his  birth  as  177.4* 

As  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  it  would  seem  probable  that  he  was  born 
in  White  Creek,  Washington  County,  New  York,  where  his  parents  are  said 
to  have  gone  from  Dartmouth,  Bristol  County,  Massachusetts,  after  their 
marriage  in  1769  (see  John  VI  above).  As  has  been  said  above,  a  search 
was  made  in  1962  for  the  record’ of  his  birth  but  the  County  Historian 
of  Washington  County  reported  that  no  vital  records  were  kept  in  New 
York  State  until  after  1880,  and  that  no  reference  to  Jethro  can  be 
found.  However,  a  family  paper  states  that  he  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  as  does  also  THOMAS’  BIOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY,  where  it  is  said: 


"Wood,  (Jethro),  distinguished  as  the  inventor  of  a  greatly 
improved  form  of  the  cast-iron  plough,  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  New  York,  in  1774? ”  etc. 


This  writer  believes  the  statement  made  in  JETHRO  WOOD,  INVENTOR  OF  THE 
MODERN  PLOW,  etc.,  by  Gilbert,  that  he  was  born  at  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts,, 
is  an  error. 


Jethro  married,  on  January  1,  1793?  Sylvia  Howland,  daughter  of  Benjamins  and 
Mary  (Slocum)  Howland,  originally  of  Dartmouth,  Bristol  Col,  Massachusetts, 
but  in  Saratoga  County  before  settling  in  Cayuga  Co.,  New  York.  She  was 
born  August  31?  1778,  and  died  in  Ledyard,  New  York,  October  4?  1845* 

(For  accounts  about  the  Howland  family  see:  A  BRIEF  GENEALOGICAL  AND  BIOGRAPH¬ 
ICAL  HISTORY  OF  ARTHUR,  HENRY  AND  JOHN  HOWLAND  AND  THEIR  DESCENDANTS,  OF  THE 
U.  S.  AND  CANADA,  by  Franklyn  Howland  (1st  edition.  New  Bedford,  Mass., 

1885*  pub.  by  the  author,  Vol.  I,  and  HISTORY  OF  CAYUGA  COUNTY  (N.  Y.)  by 
Elliott  G.  Storke,  published  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  1879 — both  of  which  are 
on  file  in  the  New  York  City  Public  Library.) 


*The  record  of  Benjamin  Howland’ s  service  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  as  given 
in  "Revolutionary  War  Soldiers  buried  in  Cayuga  County1!  by  Miss  Flora  B. 
Daniels — a  manuscript  on  file  in  the  Syracuse  public  Library,  is  as  follows: 
"Howland,  Benjamin,  of  Ledyard,  buried  Howland  family  cemetery,  d.  Sept.  23, 
1831?  aged  77.  Wife,  Mary  Slocum,  d.  Oct.  30,  1840,  aged  85.  Record  of 
service:  Pvt.  Capt.  George  Webb’s  Company;  Col.,  ¥m.  Shepard’s  3rd  Regt. 

— Muster'  roll  Oct.  1778.  Camp  at  Providence,  R.  I.  Will  probated  July  -31? 

1832." 


This  'writer  believes  that  Jethro  and  Sylvia  Howland  were  married  at  White 
Creek,  Washington  County,  New  York,  because  (a)  a  family  paper  written  by 
Jethro's  grandson,  Edward  Townsend  Wood,  so  states;  (b)  Jethro's  parents  were 
living  in  Washington  County  at  the  time,  Sylvia's  in  Saratoga  County — the  two 
counties  being  adjacent  to  one  another;  and  ( c)  the  statement  that  he  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1774,  also  is  made  in  Thomas'  Biographical 
Dictionary, 

They  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers),  and  the  next  mention 
we  have  of  them  appears  in  "Historical  Sketch  of  Friends  in  Cayuga  County, 

New  York,"  by  Emily  Howland,  described  on  page  8  hereof,  where  it  is  said: 

"Returning ' to  our  glimpses  of  some  of  the  characters  of  those 
pioneers  who  reared  their  roof  trees  in  the  forests  of  the  'Genesee 
Country,’  and  first  assembled  here  'to  worship  in  the  silence  of  all 
flesh',  we  find  next  in  order  of  coming  Jethro  and  Sylvia  Wood,  who. 
came  from  Saratoga  Co.  in  1799*  They  found  a  humble  home  in  the 
woods  south  of  Benjamin  Howland's  and  lived  there  until  the  follow¬ 
ing  year,  when  the  parents,  John  and  Dinah  Wood,  followed  with  their 
daughters  Anne,  Content,  Cynthia  and  Kepsibeth,  also  their  married 
daughter  Hannah  Whippo  and  her  husband,  J ernes  Whippo.  John  Wood 
bought  600  acres  of  land  at  3:50  per  acre  extending  from  the  road 
running  west  from  Poplar  Ridge  to  the  next  road  on  the  south." 

Jethro  and  Sylvia  (Howland)  Wood  had  six  children: 

1.  John,  b.  September  10,  1795  (probably  in  Saratoga  Co. 

— parents  living  there  until  1799 •) 

2.  Benjamin  Howland  j 

m.  Helen  Ann  Townsend,  b.  Feb.  24,  1797  (ditto) 

SEE  BELOW  FOR  BOTH. 

3.  Maria,  b.  April  11,  1801  (b.  Town  of  Ledyard,  then  town  of 

m.  Jeremiah  Foote  of  Scipio,  near  Aurora  in  Cayuga  Co., 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  •  N.  Y.) 

■  -  4.  Phebe  -  d.  unmarried 

Her  tombstone  in  Old  Homestead 
Cemetery,  Town  of  Ledyard, 

Cayuga  Co.,  says: 
b.  Jan.  10,  1804 — "passed  from 
death  into  life  March  10,  1880." 

5.  Sarah,  b.  Jan.  10,  1804 

m.  Robert  Underhill 

6.  Sylvia  Ann,  b.  Feb.  12,  1810 

m.  Benjamin  Gould  of  Ledyard, 

Cayuga  Co.  She  was  his  third  wife. 


(ditto) 

( ditto) 
( ditto) 
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A  BRIEF  GENEALOGICAL  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY  OF  ARTHUR,  HENRY,  AND 
JOHN  HOWLAND  AND  THEIR  DESCENDANTS,  etc.,  by  F rankly n  Howland,  gives  the 
following  about  Jethro  and  Sylvia  (Howland)  Hood  and  their  descendants: 

'"SYLVIA,  b.  31,  8,  1778 |  d.  4,  10,  1845;  m.  1,  1,  1793,  Jethro  Wood. 

Had:  ly  John,  b.  10,  9,  1795 j  m.  Belva  Sherwood,  and  had,  1,  Jethro, 

2,  Julia;  2,  Benjamin  H.,  b.  24,  2,  1797,  m.  Helen  A.  Townsend,  and 
had,  1,  Elizabeth,  2,  Sarah  G.,  3,  Edward,  4,  Fanny,  5,  Albert; 

2 3  Maria,  m.  Jeremiah  Foote,  and  had,  1,  Jethro;  Phebe;  J5,  Sarah, 
b,  10,  1,  1804,  m.  Robert  Underhill,  and  had,  1,  Phebe,  who  m.  Dr.  Up- 

degraph,  2,  Frank,  3,  John  Wood,  4,  ,  5,  Sarah,  6,  Mary,  7,  Ann, 

8,  William;  jo,  Sylvia  Ann,  b.  12,  2,  1810,  m.  Benjamin  Gould,  of 

Ledyard,  Cayuga  co.,  N.  Y.  (Mention  of  Jethro  Wood  will  be  made  in  the 
Appendix. ) n 

Jethro  Wood  was  a 'man  of  considerable  note  in  his  day,  and  there  are 
many  records  relating  to  him  and  his  family  in  the  town  of  Ledyard,  Cayuga 
•County,  New  York,  where  the  Wood  and  Howland  names  are  honored  to  this  day. 

Jethro  was  the  inventor  of  the  cast  iron  plow,  the  story  of  which  is  told 
in  the  pamphlets  following  page  17  hereof,  and  in  the  book  "JETHRO  WOOD,  INVENTOR 
OF  THE  MODERN  PLOW — A  brief  Account  of  his  life,  services  and  trials;  together  with 
facts  subsequent  to  his  death  and  incident  to  his  great  invention,"  by  Frank 
Gilbert,  Chicago;  Rhodes  &  McClure,  1882.  Copies  of  this  book  are  on  file  with 
the  County  Historian  of  Cayuga  County,  Aurora,  New  York,  at  the  Harvard  College 
Library,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  and  at  the  Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  following  quotation  of  a  statement  made  by  William  H.  Seward  is  taken  from  the 
Gilbert  book: 

6 

uNo  citizen  of  the  United  States  has  conferred  greater  benefits  on 
his  country  than  Jethro  Wood — -none  of  her  benefactors* have  been  more 
inadequately  rewarded." 

t 

William  H.  Seward  (1801-1872)  was  a  lawyer,  and  was  Secretary  of  State  under 
■  Abraham  Lincoln.  His  home  was  in  Auburn,  New  York,  and  'is  preserved  as  a  museum 
there  today. 

Jethro  Wood’s  home  in  the  town  of  Ledyard,  just  east  of  Aurora,  on  the 
Poplar  Ridge-Aurora  Road  still  is  standing,  occupied  and  in  good  condition  in  1962 
and  is  identified  by  a  state  historical  marker  erected  by  the  State  Education  Depart¬ 
ment  in  1932,  reading: 

"Home  of  Jethro  Wood,  inventor  of  the  cast  iron  plough." 

At  a-  crossroads  in  Poplar  Ridge  there  also  is  a  state  marker  erected  in  1932  reading: 

"Site  of  First  Store  built  about  1800  by  Jethro  Wood,  inventor. 

Present  store  built  from  some  of  the  original  timbers." 

It  is  said  in  the  Gilbert  book  that  Jethro’ Wood  was: 

"Born  in  comparative  affluence,  blessed  with  a  good  education,  an 
ample  library  and  a  well  equipped  workshop,  enjoying  the  correspondence 
of  such  men  as  Thomas  Jefferson  and  David  Thomas,  he  was  unremitting 
in  his  endeavor  to  realize  Ills  ideal." 

It  also  is  said  in  the  Gilbert  book: 

"Jethro  Wood  took  out  two  plow  patents.  The  first  patent  was 
issued  in  1814.  The  second  patent  dates  from  1819.  The  natal 
day  of  the  modern  plow  may  be  fairly  set  down  as  Sep.  1,  1819.” 
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There  is  a  New  York  State  Histories!  Marker,  erected  by  the  State  • 
Education  Department  in  1932,  in  Montville,  near  Moravia,  Cayuga  County, 

N.  Y.,  on  State  Route  3S-A,  reading: 

’’First  cast  iron  plow  in  the  world  was  made  by  Jethro  Wood 
at  foot  of  falls.  1819." 

The  sign  is  by  a  small  bridge  over  a  stream  that  drops  in  a  falls  just  west 
of  the  road. 

i 

Also,  on  the  wall  of  the  Moravia,  New  York,  Post  Office,  there  is  a 
cast  iron  plaque  depicting  Jethro  Wood  standing,  and  a  workman  kneeling 
beside  a  model  of  the  plow.  The  plaque  is  approximately  4  or  5  feet  long, 
and  about  4  feet  high,  and  bears  the  inscription: 

•  “IN  MORAVIA  IN  1819  JETHRO  WOOD  MADE 

THE  FIRST  SUCCESSFUL  ALL-METAL  PLOW.  ’  '  .  • 

Kenneth  Washburn,  194_?" 

In  the  pamphlet  entitled  "A  Plain  Statement  of  Facts,"  (following  p.  17 
hereof)  it  is  said: 

"The  nearest  furns.ee  was  thirty  miles  from  his  (Jethro'1  s)  home, 
and  baffled  by  obstacles  which  unskillful  and  disobliging  work¬ 
men  threw  in  his  way,  he  visited  it  day  after  day,  directing 
the  making  of  his  patterns,  standing  by  the  furnace  while  the 
metal  was  melting,  and  often  with  his  own  hands  aiding  in  the 
casting. " 

Jethro  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  matters  relating  to  the, plow* 
Much  of  the  interesting  story  is  given  in  the  pamphlets  included  herewith 
following  page  17  so  will  not  be  repeated  here.  He  died  September  28,  1834* 
on  his  farm  in  the  town  of  Ledyard  just  east  of  Aurora,  referred  to  in  his  will 
as  "my  homestead  farm,  250  acres  in  Ledyard," — perhaps  part  of  the  600  acre 
tract  originally  purchased  by  his  father,  John  VI,  when  he  settled  in  Cayuga 
County  in  1799. 

Jethro's  will  wTas  dated  September  10,  1834*  nnd  was  probated  October  28, 
1834-  It  is  on  file  in  the  Surrogate’s  office,  Auburn,  Cayuga  County.  It 
mentions  his  wife,  Sylvia,  of  Ledyard;  Benjamin  H.  Wood-;  John  Wood  of  Ledyard; 
Maria,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Foote  of  Oneonta,  Otsego  Co.,  New  York;  Phebe  Wood, 
of  Ledyard;  Sarah,  wife  of  Robert  R.  Underhill  of  Ledyard,  and  Ann  Wood  of 
Ledyard.  Also  referred  to  in  his  will  is  his  "real  estate  in  Montezuma  and 
on  the  island."  Montezuma  is  a  township  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Cayuga 
County,  and  the  island  is  Howland’s  Island  in  the  Seneca  River,  named  for  the 
Iiovland  family.  The  island  is  a  game  and  wildlife  preserve  today. 

Congress  had  renewed  the  patent  for  the  plow  in  1833  for  14  years.  After 
his  death  in  1834  his  son  Benjamin  inherited  the  problems  relating  to  the  plow 
and  its  patents,  which,  as  also  will  be  seen  in  the  pamphlets  following,  were  so 
great  that  while  on  a  visit  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  the  matter  he  collapsed 
and  died  in  the  White  House  February  28,  184&,  at  the  age  of  49*  The  patent 
expired  in  1847. 

*The  petition  for  probate  of  the  will  says  ’’Benjamin  Wood,  of  Batn. " 


It  is  said  that:. 


n0n  settling  the  estate,  it  was  found  that  while  not  a  vestige 
remained  of  the  large  fortune  owned  by  Jethro  Wood  when  he 
began  his  career,  less  than  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
had  ever  been  received  from  his  invention."  (Gilbert) 

Jethro's  widow,  Sylvia  (Howland)  Wood,  lived  eleven  years  after  his 
QGr..th-  on  the  j.arm  at  Ledyard,  and  died  October  4*  1845  •  See  page  16  hereof 
for  a  letter  from  her  son  Benjamin  to  his  son  Edward  telling  the  latter  of 
'ner  heath.  They  both  are  buried  in  the  Old  Homestead  Cemetery  just  east  of 
the  village  of  Aurora  in  the  town  of  Ledyard,  the  property  for  which  was 
given  by  Benjamin  Howland  when  he  settled  in  Ledyard  in  1798.  A  full  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  cemetery  is  given  under  John  Wood  VI  on  page  9  hereof. 


The  Gilbert  book  says  of  Jethro: 

"In  private  life  Jethro  Wood  was  a  model  man.  If  he  had  faults 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  them,  for  it  would  seem,  from  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  all  who  were  acquainted  with  him,  that 
'Hone  knew  him  but  to  love  him,  Hone  named  him  but  to  pase.1 
Nature  had  endowed  him  richly  in  every  way,  and  no  gift  had 
been  abused.  Physically,  his  was  the  highest  type  of  manly 
beauty.  Six  feet  and  two  inches  in  height,  perfect  in  propor¬ 
tion,  courtly  in  manner,  his  presence  was  worthy  his  character." 


Endorsement  at  top  of  page  copied  here  because  obliterated  by  binding: 

•  Myers,  Leonard 

.  1870,  Sept.  12,  Gift  of  U.  S.  15693.91.15 
Hon.  Chas.  Sumner  .  ' 

of  Boston  (H.  U.  1830) 
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Of  hundreds  of  plow  patents 
granted  since  Wood’s  this  is  the 
oddest.  Patent  No.  35,600  was 
granted  for  an  “improvement” 
embodying  a  combined  plow  and 
cannon,  in  1862.  The  inventor 
obviously  thought  of  the  old 
phrase,  “beating  swords  into 
plowshares.”  literally.  At  left: 
Pioneer  breaking  land  with  a 
colonial  plow  drawn  by  the  com¬ 
monest  draft  animals  then — oxen. 
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132  YEARS  AGO  this  month,  Sept  1,  1819,  a  patent  was  granted 
on  the  first  plow  with  interchangeable  parts  to  one  of  our  great 
agricultural  pioneers,  John  Jethro  Wood  of  Poplar  Ridge,  New 
York  State.  His  plow  substituted  cast-iron  for  the  wooden  mold- 
board,  landslide  and  standard  of  plows  then  in  common  use. 
He  was  not  the  first  American  to  devise  a  cast-iron  plow.  A 
few  years  before,  Charles  Newbold,  of  Burlington  county,  New 
Jersey,  introduced  one.  Some  of  the  farmers  Newbold  tried  to 
induce  to  use  it  were  hostile  because  of  a  belief  that  the  iron 
would  poison  the  ground  so  that  crops  would  not  grow.  Others 
had  a  valid  objection.  It  was  too  heavy,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
share,  moldboard  and  landslide  were  cast  in  one  piece,  breaking 
of  any  of  these  meant  replacing  the  whole  plow.  Wood’s  plow 
represented  a  notable  improvement  because  he  made  it  his  task 
to  design  a  light  plow  that  would  offer  the  least  resistance  to 
the  soil  while  giving  the  greatest  efficiency.  This  was  of  prime 
importance  on  the  frontier,  where  draft  animals  were  scarce 
and  heavy  sodbreaking  and  plowing  in  rough  soil  had  to  be 
done.  Under  Wood's  hands,  the  plow  began  to  assume  its  modern 
form.  The  principle  of  interchangeable  parts  embodied  in  his 
plow  marked  another  important  step  for  it  saved  precious  time 
and  money  for  the  frontier  farmer  whose  plowshare  was  broken 
or  dulled.  As  L.  G.  Powers  pointed  out  in  his  Cyclopedia  of 
American  Agriculture,  the  pioneers  of  this  country  expended  a 
great  portion  of  their  labor  in  opening  the  land  to  agriculture. 
"For  every  day’s  labor  expended  before  1800  in  the  growing  of 
crops,  it  is  very  probable  that  one  or  two  others  were  utilized 
in  cutting  down  the  forests,  clearing  away  the  stones,  building 
houses,  barns  and  fences,  breaking  up  the  sod,  opening  roads, 
constructing  bridges,  and,  in  short,  mastering  the  wilderness. 
With  agricultural  labor  thus  employed,  the  harvests  for  a  long 
time  barely  sufficed  to  feed  and  clothe  the  farm  population.” 
This  did  not  begin  to  be  a  land  of  plenty  until  the  introduction 
of  improved,  labor-saving  machinery  by  Wood  and  other  fruitful 
tinkerers. 


In  these  three  pictures  you  see 
evolution  of  the  plow  before  Wood. 
Top,  the  earliest  soil-breaker,  a 
sharpened  tree  bough.  Center,  an 
early  horse-drawn  plow;  below, 
one  of  first  plows  used  in  Colonial 
America,  with  the  iron  point. 


Above:  John  Jethro 

Wood’s  adjustable  plow- 
point  plow,  patented  in 
1819,  from  Butterworth’s 
history  of  American  in¬ 
vention,  “Growth  of  In¬ 
dustrial  Art.’’  While  it  was 
a  big  step  forward  in 
agriculture,  it  was  re¬ 
placed  in  another  genera¬ 
tion  by  steel  plows. 


See  p. 
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Design  of  iron  plow  upon  which  Jethro 
Wood  obtained  his  first  patent.  In  1819. 


Farmers  were 
afraid  that 
iron  plows 
would  poison 
the  soil. 


TWO  GREAT  BENEFACTORS  of  farmers  bore  the  appropriate  Bib¬ 
lical  given  name  Jethro.  Jethro  Tull,  Englishman,  initiated  the 
system  of  sowing  in  spaced  rows,  to  permit  efficient  cultivation  by 
hoe  or  machine.  When  farm  hands  grumbled  about  this  laborious 
system  of  planting  (for  thousands  of  years  man  had  been  broad¬ 
casting  seed  by  hand),  Tull  evolved  a  seed  drill.  He  got  the  idea 
for  this  mechanical  planter  from  his  church’s  organ. 

Jethro  Wood,  born  182  years  ago  this  week  (March  16,  1774) 
hereof  (  in  Dartmouth,  Mass.) invented  a  revolutionary  plow.  Through  ex¬ 
perimental  tests  of  many  shapes  of 
shares,  he  evolved  the  stubble  or  pul¬ 
verizing  plow  that  was  adopted  every¬ 
where  as  fast  as  its  advantages  became 
apparent.  Wood  assembled  this  plow 
of  separate  iron  pieces  so  that  a  broken 
share  or  mouldboard  could  be  replaced. 

When  farmers  were  convinced  that 
the  new  plow  was  superior  to  the 
plows  then  in  common  use,  Wood 
could  not  make  enough  to  supply  the 
demand.  Scores  of  patent-infringers 
sprang  up  and  Wood  spent  most  of  his 
income  from  the  plow  in  litigation. 

Then,  with  the  development  of  steel 
plows  by  John  Deere,  the  iron  plow 
passed,  for  it  dulled  too  quickly  in  vir¬ 
gin  soil;  principles  of  Jethro  Wood’s  de¬ 
sign  were  retained.  They  prevail  today.  ^  A 1  Jethro  Wood. 

Left  (top) :  Plow  of 
Biblical  times,  as 
illustrated  in  a 
frieze  in  an  ancient 
Egyptian  building. 
Below  it,  a  plow 
used  in  1776,  upon 
which  Wood  ef¬ 
fected  b/s  historic 
improvements.  Be¬ 
low:  Spring  plowing 
on  the  frontier  with 
a  Jethro  Wood  plow 
and  span  of  oxen. 
[N.  Y.  Lib.] 


In  the  book  entitled  THE  GREAT  INDUSTRIES  OF  THE-  UNITED 
STATES,  by  Horace  Greeley,  Leon  Case  and  others,  Hartford;  J.  B. 

Burr  &  Hyde;  Chicago  and  Cincinnati:  J.  B.  Burr,  Hyde  &  Co.,  1872 
it  is  said  (pp.  136-137): 

"We  have  not  space  to  name  the  various  patentees  of 
plows  in  this  country  on  from  1812  to  1820,  an  interesting 
period  in  the  history  of  plow  improvements;  but  we  note  Mr. 
Jethro  Wood,  of  New  York,  to  whom  letters  patent  were  granted 
July  1,  1814,  and  again  September  1,  1819.  Mr.  Wood's  plow 
became  exceedingly  popular,  and  did  more  to  drive  out  the 
clumsy  plows  of  the  olden  time  than  any  other  which  had  then 
been  invented.  There  were  sold  in  New  York  city,  of  Wood's 
plows,  in  1817,  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty;  in  1818,  sixteen 
hundred;  in  1819,  thirty-six  hundred;  and  in  the  year  1820, 
the  sales  were  largely  augumented.  It  is  alleged  that  Mr. 

Wood  not  only  made  no  profits  by  his  efforts  to  improve  the 
plow,  but  that  he  actually  lost  large  sums  by  his  enterprise. 
Mr.  Wood's  efforts  were,  however,  lately  recognized  by  the 
He w  York  State  legislature,  who  appropriated  two  thousand 
dollpars  to  his  heirs.  Many  other  plows  were  patented  subse¬ 
quently,  but  as  they  founded  their  claims  to  public  favor  upon 
some  real  or  fancied  improvements,  and  soon  went  out  of  use,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  describe  them." 


vtn.  BENJAMIN  HOWLAND  WOOD  (Jethro7.  John6,  John5,  Jedediah^,  William5, 

N:illiam  ,  John  .) 

b.  February  24,  1797,  undoubtedly  in  Saratoga  County,  hew  York, 
inasmuch  as  all  records  indicate  his  parents  were  living  6here 
from  the  time  of  their  marriage  in  1793  until  1799,  when  they 
settled  in  the  town  of  Ledyard  in  Cayuga  County.  He  probably 
lived  until  his  marriage  with  his  parents  and  brother  and  sisters 
on  the  farm  his  father  described  in  his  will  as  "my  homestead 
farm  lying  in  the  town  of  Ledyard. .. containing  about  250  acres." 

As  has  been  noted  above,  his  father’s — Jethro’s — house  still  is 
standing  on  the  property  in  1962,  occupied  and  in  good  condition, 
and  surrounded  by  very  beautiful  country. 

m.  October  14,  1619,  at  Bath,  Steuben  County,  New  York,  Helen  Ann 
Townsend,  daughter  of  Henry  Arnold  and  Elizabeth  (Moffat)  Townsend* 
of  Bath.  She  was  born  December  24,  1802,  at  Bath.  According  to  a 
family  paper  written  out  by  her  son,  Edward  Townsend  Wood,  she  and 
her  husband,  Beijmin,  and  their  family  lived  in  Bath  until  1345, 

"when  the  family  moved  to  my  Grand-mother  Wood’s  farm,  near  Aurora, 
Cayuga  County,  New  York,  and  continued  to  reside  there  and  at 
Aurora  until  1850,  when  my  mother  removed  to  Albany."  Benjamin  had 
died  in  1846.  His  widow  and  family  lived  in  Albany  until  some  time 
after  the  marriage  of  their  daughter,  Fanny  Cameron  Wood,  to  Franklin 
Edson  in  Albany  in  1856.  Later  Helen  Ann  (Townsend)  Wood  lived  with 
her  daughter  and  son-in-law,  Fanny  Cameron  (Wood)  and  Franklin  Edson, 
in  their  home  at  Fordham  Heights,  New  York,  for  many  years  until  her 
death  there  on  February  23,  1882.  Her  granddaughter,  Edith,  often 
spoke  in  later  years  of  "Grandma  Wood,"  of  whom  they  all  were  very 
fond.  Her  funeral  service  was  held  at  St.  James  Episcopal  Church, 
Fordham  Heights.  She  first  was  buried  in  the  Old  Homestead  Cemetery 
(see  p.  9  hereof),  in  the  town  of  Ledyard,  Cayuga  County.  Her 
remains  were  moved  November  19,  1891,  to  the  Moore  plot  in  the 
Green-Wood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  -where  her  eldest  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Moffat  Wood,  wife  of  Dr.  Francis  Moore,  is  buried. 

Benjamin  is  mentioned  in  the  will  of  his  father,  Jethro,  who  died  in 

1834: 

"Third:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Benjamin  H.  Wood  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  be  taken  out  of  the  plough 
business  which  is  in  his  hands." 

The  petition  for  probate  of  the  will  was  made  by  Benjamin  E.  Wood 
"of  Bath." 


The  pamphlet  entitled  "A  Plain  Statement  of  Facts  in  relation  to  the 
application  for  remuneration  by  the  heirs  of  Jethro  Wood,"  copies  of 
■which  follow,  states: 

"His  (Jethro's)  son  Benjamin,  who  was  appointed  his  executor, 
took  the  matter  up  where  his  father  left  it,  but  finding  that 
it  was  impossible,  under  the  then  defective  patent  laws,  to 
protect  the  invention,  he  came  to  Washington,  and  with  the 


*See  Townsend — "Genealogy  of  My  Mother's  Family,"  by  Edward  Townsend  Wood 
pp.  70-a  and  70-b. 


Wood,  p.  16. 


aid  of  such  men  as  Clay,  Webster,  and  John  Quincy  Adams,  succeed¬ 
ed  in  procuring  the  passage  of  the  act  of  August  29,  1842,  "which 
was  the  origin  of  our  present  law  of  design  patents,  and  under 
which  alone  he  was  able  to  protect  the  principal  features  of  the 
invention. — the  form  or  configuration  of  the  mouldboard.” 

William  H.  Seward  (see  p.  12)  was  Benjamin* s  counsel  in  matters  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  plow,  and  many  difficulties,  described  in  the  phamphlets  following, 
were  experienced  in  the  attempt  to  protect  the  rights  to  the  patent.  Finally, 
when  the  last  grant  of  the  patent  (to  1847)  had  little  more  than  a  year  to  run, 
Benjamin  again  went  to  Washington  to  attempt  to  obtain  a  renewal.  However,  the 
burdens  and  strain  of  the  matter  proved  too  much  for  him,  and  he  collapsed  and 
died  suddenly — on  the  White  House  steps,  it  1ms  been  said — February  28,  1846, 
at  the  age  of  49-  He  is  buried  in  the  Congressional  Cemetery,  Washington,  D-  C. 

Benjamin  and  Helen  Ann  (Townsend)  Wood  had  five  children: 

1.  Elizabeth  Moffat, 

b.  Aug.  6,  1820,  at  Bath,  Steuben  County,  New  York 
m.  Dr.  Francis  Moore  —  7  children. 

2.  Sarah  Grinnell 

b.  May  5>  1822,  at  Bath 
d.  unmarried. 

3.  Edward  Townsend 

b.  May  10,  1829  "in  the  old  Cameron  place  across  the 

Cohocton  River,”  Bath, 
m.  Martha  Jane  Meech  —  1  son. 

4.  Albert  Henry 

b.  February  15,  1832,  Bath 
m.  Caroline  Aikin  —  5  children 

5.  Fanny  Cameron  Wood  ) 

b.  March  21,  1835,  at  Bath  )  SEE  BELOW, 
m.  Franklin  Edson  —  7  children) 

There  is  in  this  writer’s  possession  in  1962  a  letter  written  in  1345  by 
her  great  grandfather,  Benjamin  Howland  Wood,  to  his  son  Edward  Townsend  Wood, 
reading  as  follows: 


Dear  Sir 
My  Dear  Son 

Edward 


"Auburn,  7th  Oct.  *45  (1845) 


It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of 
my  dear  Mother.  ^She  departed  this  life  on  Saturday.  It  was 
unexpected.  Doc°  Thompson  told  me  he  could  see  no  simptoms  at 
all  alarming,  as  late  as  Friday  morning — that  I  might  go  away  and 
attend  to  my  buH*  I  do  not  know  where  your  Ma  is.  You  will 
please  inform  her.  We  are  all  in  deep  trouble — neighbors  all  the 


the  time  coming  in  but  we  are  truly  lonely. 

- -My  plough  bus.  will  in  all  probability  come  on  for  trial 

on  the  21  of  this  month.  I  sent  by  express  to  care  of  Joseph 
Fellows  a  package  containing  boots  &  shoes  for  your  Ma  &  Fanny. 
Have  they  been  recc  Mr.  Fellows  has  written  he  had  rec^  them 
&  would  send  them  by  1st  opportunity.  My  dear  Son  I  am  in 
full  trouble  &  truly  in  affliction.  Am  here  about  plough  bu£* 

&  have  no  more  time  (to)  write  you. 

Please  remember  me  to  Ma  &  Fanny  &  all  and  let  me  know 
where  they  are.  Direct  your  letter  to  me  Syracuse,  Onondaga  Co. 


B.  H.  Hood 


P.  S. 

Say  to  Robert  Campbell  Esqr*  that  Mr*  Leland  has  not  the 
declarations  nor  pleas  in  the  suit  against  David  Anthony  and 
also  against  Herman  Camp,  that  Mr*  Leland  wishes  him  to  send  him 
them  and  copies  of  the  same  between  this  and  the  17th  by  private 
conveyance  if  he  can  that  Mr.  Leland  has  the  notices. 


B.  H.  Wood 

Show  the  above  to  Robert  Campbell,  Esoxr*  immediately.  Write  to 
Judge  Leland.  immediately  &  inform  him  what  Mr.  Campbell  Esquire 
says,  and  pay  the  postage.0 

ft. 


Wood,  p.  18. 


IX. 


FANNY  CAMERON  WOOD 


(probably  christened  "Frances"  but  always  called  Fanny.) 
(BENJAMIN  EOwlAND8*  Jethro',  Johnb,  John^,  Jedediah4, 
William?,  William  ,  John4) 


b.  March  21,  1835;  at  Bath,  Steuben  Co.,  New  York. 

In  a  family  paper  written  by  Fanny  Cameron  Wood1  s  brother,  Edward 
Townsend  Wood,  he  says: 

"I  was  born  at  Bath,  Stuben  Co.,  New  York,  in  the  old  mansion 
across  the  Cohocton  River  known  as  the  'Cameron  Place*  on 
May  10,  1829.  My  father  then  resided  there,  and  I  resided  at 
Bath  until  1845  >  when  the  family  removed  to  my  Grand-mother 
Wood* s*  farm,  near  Aurora,  Cayuga  Co.,  New  York,  and  continued 
to  reside  there  and  at  Aurora  until  1850  when  my  mother  removed 
to  Albany." 


This  statement  probably  also  applies  to  Fanny,  and  explains  the  fact 
that  she  was  married  in  Albany. 


m.  November  19,  1856,  in  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  Church,  Albany,  Franklin 
Edson/" son  of  Ophir  and  Soviah  (Williams)  Edson.  He  was  born 
April  5,  1832,  in  Chester,  Windsor  County,  Vermont,  and  died  in 
New  York  City  September  19,  1904;  at  his  home,  42  West  71st  Street. 
In  1852  he  joined  his  brother  Cyrus  in  the  distilling  business  in 
Albany.  In  1866  he  formed  the  firm  of  Edson,  Orr  &  Chamberlain, 
produce  and  commission  agents  in  Albany.  He  removed  to  New  York 
City  several  years  later,  where  he  became  a  man  of  considerable 
prominence.  Among  other  important  posts  he  was  President  of  the 
New  York  Produce  Exchange  in  lo73,Knd  1874  and  1878,  and  Mayor  of 
New  York  City  in  1883  and  1884*  His  home  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  was  at  Fordham  Heights,  New  York.  He  was  Vestryman  of  St.  James 
Episcopal  Church,  Fordham,  for  many  years. 


Fanny  and  Franklin  Edson' s  home  at  Fordham  Heights — from  the  accounts 
told  to  this  writer  by  her  mother,  Edith,  who  was  their  daughter,  was 
a  happy  one  in  every  way.  It  was  a  spacious  home,  with  ample  room 
for  the  many  comings  and  goings  of  brothers,  sisters,  nieces,  nephews, 
cousins  and  neighbors  who  visited  there  frequently.  There  were 
servants  and  a  gardner,  horses  and  a  white  pony  "Snowball"  for  Edith. 
Fanny  was  an  accomplished  musician,  playing  the  piano  very  beautifully. 
There  is  a  very  handsome  portrait  of  her,  painted,  her  daughter  Edith 
always  proudly  said,  when  she  was  "a  noted  beauty  of  Albany."  It  is 
in  an  oval  gilt  fram,  and  is  in  the  possession  in  1962  of  her  grand¬ 
daughter,  Dorothy  (Be nnei)  Whi the  ck,  the  writer. 

Fanny  Cameron  (Wood)  Edson  died  at  her  home  in  Fordham  Heights,  New 
York,  June  1,  1893*  She  and  her  husband  both  are  buried  in  his  plot 
in  The  Rural  Cemetery,  Albany,  New  York. 

They  had  seven  children: 

-^Sylvia  (Howland)  Wood,  who  died  Oct.  4;  1845* 

**For  Edson  genealogy  see  EDSONS  IN  ENGLAND  AND  AMERICA  by  Jarvis  B.  Edson, 
Knickerbocker  Press,  New  York  City,  1903* 
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The  following  Is  a  complete  list  of  the  seven  children  of  Franklin  and 


Marriages 


and 


Fanny  Cameron  (Food)  Eason,  .together  with  their  children, 
descendants  of  the  latter  are  not  included  here  except  in  the  case  of 
Edith  Edson,  although  there  are  in  1962  sometimes  two  and  three  additional 
generations. 


(1)  Cyras  Edson,  b.  Sept,  8,  1357,  in  Albany,  New  York;  d.  In 

Hew  York  City  December  1903-  m.  (1st)  Aug.  5,  1331, 
in  Hew  York  City,  Virginia  Churchill  Page,  dau.  of  William 
Rufus  and  Juliette  (Churchill)  Page,  b.  in  Norfolk,  Va., 

July  10,  1854*  She  d.  In  New  York  City  July  30,  1891. 

Ee  (Cyrus)  m.  2nd  Apr.  6,  1892,  in  New  York  City,  Mary  Emma 
Van  Velsor  Quick,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Louise  (Dusenbury) 
Van  Velsor  and  widow  of  William  Howell  Quick  of  New  York  City. 
Children — all  by  1st  wife:  Franklin  Churchill  and  Eelen 
Augusta  (twins)  born  April  IS,  1882;  Florence,  b.  Apr.  13,  1883; 
Ruth,  b.  March  17,  1386;  William  Russell,  b.  June  4,  1888 
— all  b.  in  New  York  City. 

(2)  Franklin  Eds  on,  b.  September  20,  1859,  in  Albany,  New  York;  d. 

in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  Jan.  1,  1926.  m.  Nov.  23,  1397,  in 
New  York  City,  Elsie  Morgan  Squier,  dau.  of  Stuart  Craig  and 
Caroline  Elizabeth  (LsBau)  Squier,  b.  in  Rahway,  N.  J.,  Dec.  IS, 
1876.  Children:  Stuart  Franklin,  b.  June  20,  1900; 

Roger  Cameron,  b.  May  20,  1903;  Franklin  Edson,  3rd,  b.  March  18, 
1907;  Stephen  Morgan,  b.  May  3,  1913* 


(3)  David  Qrr  Edson,  b.  in  Albany,  New  York,  Feb.  17,  1862;  d.  in  New 

York  City  Feb.  27,  1923.  m.  Nov.  30,  1902,  Grace  (Wells)  Perry, 
dau.  of  George  William  and  Emma  Grant  (Hamilton)  Wells.  No 
children.  Her  first  husband,  whom  she  had  married  In  London, 
England,  and  from  whom  she  was  divorced,  was  ¥.  Talbot  Perry. 

(4)  Henry  Townsend  Edson,  b.  Aug.  13,  1864,  in  Albany,  N.  Y.;  d.  Sept. 

1903,  in  New  York  City.  m.  Feb.  1,  1887,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Susan  Douglas  Diehl,  dau.  of  Thomas  Jacobi  and  Margarette  M. 
(Whetharill)  Diehl.  1  child,  who  d.  unm. 

(5)  EDITH  EPSON,  b.  October  17,  1870,  at  Fordham  Heights,  New  York. 

SEE  BELOW.  m.  Willis  Benner. 


(6) 


Robert  Stewart  Edson,  b.  Feb.  5,  1873,  at  Fordham  Heights,  New  York; 
d.  July  .29,  1941,  .at  Harwichport,  Mass.;  m.  July  5,  1899,  at 
Blue  Mountain  Lake,  Hamilton  Co*,  N.  Y.,  Fanny  Ropes,  dau.  of 
Charles  Henry  and  Jennie  (Hale)  Ropes.  1  child:  Fanny  Cameron 
Edson,  b.  Apr.  1,  1900,  New  York  City. 


(7)  Ethel  Townsend  Edson.  b.  Aug.  26,  1877,  at  Fordham  Heights,  New  York; 

d.  Apr.  4,  1947,  in  New  York  City.  m.  June  5,  1902,  at  New  York 
City,  Arthur  Hoffman  Van  Brunt,  son  of  Charles  Holmes  and  Amelia 
Chesterman  (Henry)  Van  Brunt.  Children:  Carol  Van  Brunt,  b. 

May  lb,  1903;  Am±h  Edson  Van  Brunt,  Arthur  Hoffman  Van  Brunt,  Jr., 
and  David  Chesterman  Van  Brunt.  (Edson  Van  Brunt  was  b.  in 
New  York  City  May  3,  1906;  Arthur  Hoffman  Van  Brunt,  Jr.,  b. 

June  11,  1910  (New  York  City.-)  ) 
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There  is  copied  below  an  excerpt  from  a  letter  in  this  writer's 
possession  written  at  Troy,  New  York,  November  20,  1856,  by  Othneil 
Williams  Edson  (b.  Chester,  Vt.,  1818)  to  his  daughter,  Catherine  Zada 
Eds  on,  ':ho  was  13  years  old  when  the  letter  was  written  and  apparently 
was  away  at  boarding  school.  Othneil  Williams  Edson  was  a  brother  of 
Franklin  Edson,  and  the  letter  describes  the  wedding  of  Franklin  Edson 
and  Fanny  Cameron  Wood  (parents  of  Edith  Edson)  in  Albany,  New  York, 
November  19,  1856.  His  statement  that  they  were  married  in  St.  Paul's 
Church  is  an  error,  as  this  writer  has  received  from  St.  Peter's  Church, 
Albany,  the  record  of  their  marriage  in  that  church.  Before  their 
marriage  Fanny  had  been  a  member  of  St.  Peter-1  s.  Franklin  was  a  member 
of  St.  Paul' s s 


"I  went  down  to  the  wedding  of  your  Uncle  Frank  yesterday. 

I  suppose  it  was  a  brlliant  (do  I  spell  it  right?)  wedding. 

They  were  married  in  St.  Paul's  Church,  Albany.  The  church  was 
fall  of  people,  a  carpet  was  laid  from  the  carriage  to  the  door 
of  the  church.  Hiss  Fanny  looked  very  fine  but  I  cannot  describe 
her  dress  so  you  will  probably  never  know  how  she  appeared  unless 
you  ask  her  yourself.  Frank  was  quite  self  possessed  &  looked  well. 

I  think  them  as  fine  looking  couple  as  I  have  ever  seen.  They  were 
married  at  12  o’clock  &  received  their  friends  from  12g  to  2-p  o'clock 
&  vent  to. New  York  at  5  o'clock.  They  will  .go  to  Washington  where 
1  understand  they  are  to  be  the  guests  of  the  Minister  to  Russia  recently 
returned,  (whose  name  1  .have  forgotten)  who  is  a  friend  of  Hiss  Wood's 
family.  Gov.  Clark  &  daughters  &  other  dignitaries  of  Albany  were 
there,  some  over  200  invitations  were  given.  Cols.  &  Judges  abounded. 

The  Jones  band  were  engaged  but  disappointed  them.  I  have  not  much 
sympathy  with  so  inuch  fashion  &  gaiety  but  I  think  I  am  not  wrong 
in  saying  Miss  Wood,  or  rather  Mrs.  Edson,  is  a  very  worthy  woman 
with  but  little  fashionable  folly  &  a  good  share  of  practical  common 
sense. " 


The  little 'girl  to  whom  the  letter  was  addressed  later  was  Edith  Edson' s 
beloved  "Cousin  Kate,”  and  Edith  kept  the  letter  all  her  life. 


There  is  a  very  handsome  portrait  of  Eunny  Cameron  (Nood^  Edson,  ^c-int£u^ 
when  she  was  "a  noted  beauty  of  Albany, "  her  daughter  Edith  always  proudly 
*aid.  It  is  framed  in  an  oval  gilt  frame,  and  shows  her  as  a  lovely  young 
woman.  It  is  in  the  possession  in  1962  of  Edith  Edson  Benner's  daughter, 
Dorothy  Benner  Whitbeck. 


J 


EDITH  EDSON  (Fanny  Cameron  (Wood)  Edson^,  Benjamin  Howland  Wood^,  Jethro^, 
John0,  John* **,  J edediahr,  William*',  William  ,  John  . ) 


Born  October  17,  1870,  at  her  parents’  home  at  Fordham  heights.  New  York® 

In  addition  to  the  description  of  her  girlhood  home  given  on  page  IB  here¬ 
of,  it  may  be  added  that  she  loved  to  reminisce  throughout  her  life 
about  the  good  times  she  and  her  sister  and  five  brothers  had  in  their 
happy  home  at  Fordham  Heights,  and  with  their  neighbors  on  "The  Ridge." 
Her  grandmother,  her  mother’s  mother,  Helen  Ann  (Townsend)  Food,  lived 
with  them  there  for  many  years  until  her  death  in  1332.  The  latter’ s 
husband,  Benjamin  Rowland  Hood  (p.  15)  had  died  in  1346  at  the  age  of  49* 
Edith  often  spoke  of  "Grandma  Hood,"  of  whom  they  all  were  very  fond. 

Edith  and  her  sister  Ethel  were  tutored  at  home  by  Miss  Ella  M.  D vine  11, 
a  governess  who  lived  with  them  for  many  years  and  who  remained  a  life¬ 
long  friend.  Edith  also  attended  Miss  Comstock’s  school  for  young  ladies 
in  NevT  York  City  for  a  time,  and  was  a  member  all  of  her  young  years  of 
St.  James’  Episcopal  Church,  Fordham,  where  her  father  was  a  vestryman. 

In  1333  her  father,  Franklin  Edson  (p.  18)  officiated  as  Mayor  of  New 
York  City  at  the  ceremonies  on  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  the 
Brooklyn  3ridge  on  May  24th  of  that  year,  and  his  daughter  Edith,  who 
was  13  years  old  at  the  time,  remembered  all  of  her  life  having  been  with 
her  father  on  that  historic  and  gala  occasion. 


She  married,  June  30,  1902,  at  St.  Thomas’  Episcopal  Church,  Fifth  Ave. , 

New  York  City,  Willis  Benner*,  son  of- Robert  and  Mary  Van  Antwerp  (Shaw) 
Benner.  She  wTas  his  second  wife,  his  first  wife,  Caroline  Charlotte  KcElroy 
— whom  he  had  married  in  1385,  and  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Roger  and 
Hildreth  ^ — having  died  August  27,  1889 •  Willis  Benner  was  born  August  6, 
1858,  at  his  parents*  home,  108  Woolsey  Street,  Astoria,  Long  Island.  He 
was  baptized  May  29,  1859,  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  Astoria.  He 
graduated  from  Yale  University  in  1880,  and  from  Columbia  Law  School  in 
1882.  He  died  May  5,  1932,  at  his  home,  37  Tanglewylde  Avenue,  Bronxville, 
Westchester  County,  New  York. 


Edith  (Edson)  Benner  died  June  13,  1959,  at  her  apartment  at  12  East  97th 
Street,  New  York  City,  that  had  been  her  home  for  17  years.  Her  funeral 
service  was  held  at  St.  James’  Episcopal  Church,  Madison  Avenue  and  71st 
Street,  New  York  City,  on  June  17,  1959-  She  and  her  husband  are  buried 
in  his  plot  in  woodlawn  Cemetery,  Woodlawn,  New  York. 


This  writer  would  like  to  add  also  that  her  mother,  Edith,  was  lovely  look¬ 
ing  always,  and  that  there  is  a  small  oval  mineature  of  her  painted  in 
color  on  porcelain,  showing  her  as  a  very  beautiful  young  woman  with  blue 
eyes  and  brown  hair.  It  is  in  the  possession  of  her  daughter  Dorothy. 

She  and  her  husband  were  devoted  to  one  another,  and  to  their  children, 
and  endeavored  throughout  their  lives  to  instill  in  their  children  an 
appreciation  of  their  background  and  upbringing — always  with  emphasis  on 
the  importance  of  being  honest,  upright,  loyal,  Christian  citizens. 

*For  I:  liner  ancestry,  see  chapter  "The  Benner  Family”  in  "History  of  Rhinebeck, 
Dutc'  ss  Co.,  N.  Y.,"  by  E.  M.  Smith,  pub.  about  1881. 

**For  ere  complete  account,  see  "Willis  Benner  and  his  Family,”  etc.,  by 
Dorothy  (Benner)  Whitbeck,  a  copy  of  which,  together  with  this  Wood  family 
piece,  is  to  be  filed  with  the  New  York  Public  Library.  ..  .  , 
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Children  of  Willis  and  Edith  (Edson)  Benner: 


1*  Dorothy,  b.  May  13,  1903,  6l  West  54th  Street,  Dew  York  City, 
ra.  September  26,  1936,  in  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  Bronwville, 
Westchester  County,  New  York,  John  Fonda  Ward  Whitbeck,  son 
of  Dr.  Brainerd  Hunt  and  Edith  Emily  (Plummer)  Whitbeck  of 
Bronxville.  He  was  born  at  ills  parents*  temporary  home  at 
Saranac  Lake,  New  York,  August  25,  1904*  No  children. 


2.  Marjorie,  b.  June  2,  1910,  105  Montrose  Avenue,  South  orange, 
New  Jersey. 

m.  and  divorced  Dyer  W.  Ramsey,  Jr.  No  children. 


3.  Robert  Van  Antwerp  Benner,  b.  February  17,  1913,  ab  his  parents* 
home,  105  Montrose  Avenue,  South  Orange,  New  Jersey, 
m.  Jean  Claire  Davis.  3  children  in  1962. 

SEE  BELOW® 
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ROBERT 


VAN 


ANTWERP  BENNER 


(Edith  (Edson)  Benner  -2 
Benjamin  Rowland  Wood0, 
JedediahA,  William?,  Wi 


Fanny  Cameron .(Wood) 
Jethro ,  John  ,  John^ 
lliam  ,  John1.) 


Edsoi? 
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b.  February  17,  1913,  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  105  Montrose  Avenue, 

South  Orange,  New  Jersey.  Baptized  July  16,  1913,  by  the  Rector  of 
St.  Andrews*  Episcopal  Church,  South  Orange,  at  the  home  of  Lis  parents. 


Served  in  the  United  States  Army  in  the  Second  World  War  from  1943-1947, 
time  overseas  being  in  the  Pacific  theatre. 


For  a  full  account  about  him  to  date,  see  "Willis  Benner  and  his  Family, " 
etc.,  by  Dorothy  (Benner)  Whitbeck,  I960. 

m.  in  1957  Jean  Claire  Davis,  daughter  of  Jasper  D.  and  Evelyn  (Robbins) 
Davis  of  Holland  Township,  Milford,  New  Jersey.  She  was  living  in 
New  York  City  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  She  was  born  August  5, 
1927,  in  Holland  Township. 

Their  children,  in  1962? 

XII.  1.  Barbara  Ann  Benner 

b.  October  24,  1957,  New  York  City 

bp«  May  3,  1956,  at  St.  James  Episcopal  Church, 

Madison  Ave.  and  71st  Street,  New  York  City. 

XII.  2.  Robert  Van  Antwerp  Benner,  Jr. 

b0  September  26,  1959*  New  York  City 

bp.  June  26,  I960,  at  St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  as  above. 

XII.  3*  Mary  Shaw  Benner 

b.  January  25,  19 6l,  at  Waterbury,  Connecticut. 

bp.  June  18,  1961,  at  St.  James  Episcopal  Church  "  " 

Watertown, 

Their  home  in  1962  is  in  Kft&gKtKSfc,  Connecticut. 
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Caul son,  Louise  G.  (Mrs.  Kenneth),  co-Town  Historian,  Seipio  Center, 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  FRIENDS  IN  CAYUGA  COUNTY,  by  Miss  Emily  Holland. 
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possession  of  Robert  V.  A.  Benner,  Naugatuck,  Conn.,  Boston  Public 
Library,  Boston,  Mass.,  Harvard'  College  Library,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Wood,  Jethro,  1774-1834  -  U.  S.  15693*91*10.  "A  Plain  Statement  of 
facts  in  relation  to  the  application  for  remuneration  by  the  heirs 
of  Jethro  Wood.”  On  file  at  Boston  Public  Lib.,  Boston,  Mass.,  and 
at  Harvard  College  Library,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Wood,  Jethro,  1774-1834  -  U.  S*  15691*91.15*  Myers,  Leonard,  1827-1905- 
The  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Jethro' Wood;  remarks.  On  file 
at  Boston  Public  Lib.  and  Harvard  College  Lib. 
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Name 


Pa  ire 


Benner 

Barbers.  Ann  (XII)  -  21. 

Dorothy  (m.  John  F.  W.  Whitbeck) 


I,  xO— a. 


•  Tr* 

i  i<-.Z  J 


oris  (m.  and  divorced 
Dyer  hT.  Ramsey,  Jr.)  -  20-a. 

Mary  Shawr  (III)  -  21. 

Robert  Van  Antwerp  (IT  ) 

m.  Jean  Claire  Davie)  -  21. 

Robert  Van  Antwerp,  Jr.  (Ill)  - 
Willis 

(husband  of  Edith  Edson)  -  1,  20.; 
Clark,  Mary 

(wife  of  William  Wood  (III))  -  4. 

Davis,  Jean  Claire 

(wife  of  Robert  Van  Antwerp 
Benner)  -  21. 

i 

i 

Earle,  I '.art  ha 

(life  of  William  Wood  (II)  -  3* 
Edson,  Edith  (!) 

(wife  of  Willis  Benner)  -  1,  18, 

19 3  19-2,  20,  20-a. 

n  Franklin 

(husband  of  Fanny  Cameron  Wood) 

18,  19-a,  20. 

--Howland,  Sylvia 

(wife  of  Jethro  Wood)  -  10-14* 


Hussey,  Dinah 

('wife  of  John  wood  (VI) 


7-9* 


Summers,  Xeziah 

(wife  of  J.edediah  Wood  (IV)  )-5. 

^--Townsend,  Helen  Ann 

(wife  of  Benjamin  Wood)  -15-17, 

_ 20. 

■lor  Howland  line  of  descent  see 
"Willis  Benner  and  his  Family,"  by 
Dorothy  B.  Whitbeck,  p.  69 
•alor  Townsend  also  see  "Willis  Benner  and 
his  Family,"  etc.,  pp.  70-a,  70-b. 


Wing,  Hannah 


(wife  of  John  Wood  (V)  )  -  6. 

Whitbeck,  John  F.  W » 

(husband  of  Dorothy  Benner)  -  20-a. 

Wood 

Benjamin  Howland  (VIII)  -  15-17  • 

(m.  Helen  Ann  Townsend) 

Fanny  Cameron  (IX)  -  18,  19-&*  . 

(m.  Franklin  Edson) 

Jedediah  (IV)  -  5« 

(m.  Xeziah  Summers) 

Jethro  (VII)  -  10-145  15-17. 

(m.  Sylvia  Howland) 

John  (I)  -  1-2. 

John  (V)  -  2  6. 

(m.  Hannah  Wing) 

John  (VI)  -  7-9. 

(m.  Dinah  Hussey) 

William  (II)  -  3. 

(m.  Martha  Earle) 

William  (III)  -  4* 

'(in.  Mary  Clark) 


(p 
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